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SERVICES AND DIARY FOR FEBRUARY
Every Monday:
11.30-12.30pm Open Hour in the church
Every Friday:
11.30-12.30pm Quiet Hour in the church
Sunday 3rd

Sunday 10th

Candlemas
10.30 a.m.

BENEFICE SERVICE in Waltham Abbey Church
No service in St Thomas’ Church today.

The Fourth Sunday before Lent
9.15 a.m.
HOLY COMMUNION
Readings:
1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Luke 5:1-11

Friday 15th

8pm Upshire Community Festival Meeting in the Village Hall – all welcome

Sunday 17th

The Third Sunday before Lent
9.15 a.m.
HOLY COMMUNION
Readings:
1 Corinthians 15:12-20

Luke 6:17-26

Wednesday 20th

12noon-2pm Winter Warmer Lunch in church – 07960 809799 to book

Sunday 24th

The Second Sunday before Lent
9.15 a.m.
HOLY COMMUNION
Readings:
Revelation 4

Luke 8:22-25

Wednesday 27th

2.15 p.m.

Upshire Mothers’ Union meet in the Village Hall

Saturday 2nd March

10 a.m.

Open Meeting to discuss our vision of the future of St Thomas’

Sunday 3rd March

The Sunday next before Lent
9.15 a.m.
HOLY COMMUNION

READERS (1st Reading)
3rd: NO SERVICE AT ST THOMAS’
10th: Mike McK
17th: Keith S
24th: Gwen H
3rd March: Sue McK

SIDESPEOPLE
Sue McK & Fred C
Barbara J & Pauline C
Fred C & Norma B
Linda & Stephen A

OPEN HOUR/QUIET HOUR
Stephen & Paul, the Churchwardens, will be in the church every Monday morning between 11.30am and
12.30pm for the Open Hour also Fridays at the same time for Quiet Hour. Do pop in if you’d like to have
a chat and a cup of tea or coffee, or if you want to sit and have time for reflection and prayer.
FLOWER ROTA FOR FEBRUARY & MARCH
February 3rd: available 10th: Lyn Wackett 17th: in memory of Harry Harvey 24th: available.
March 3rd: available. LENT begins on 6th March: No flowers in church.
If anyone would like to donate towards flowers in memory of a loved one on any of the available dates,
please contact Lyn Wackett on 01992 711573 to discuss this with her or to have your name added to the
flower rota. For Wedding or special occasion flowers please contact Marion Locke on 07789 643147.
WHEN IS ST THOMAS’ CHURCH OPEN?
Every Sunday 9am – 11am for the 9.15am Service.
Every Monday 11.30am – 12.30pm for Open Hour.
Every Friday 11.30am – 12.30pm for Quiet Hour.
The above times and dates are subject to Services not known at the time of publication – check the
Newsletter each month for further information.
PRAYER REQUESTS
You are invited to offer names to be added to our prayer diary to remember those who are unwell or
unhappy, and to remember special dates, anniversaries, weddings, baptisms, etc.
First names only are required as God will know who we are praying for.
Contact Lyn Wackett on 01992 711573 or email lynanddavewackett@hotmail.co.uk
This month we pray for Carol & Allan, Glenis, Laura, Alan & Pam, Graham, Lesley, Charlie & John,
Brenda & Tony, Jacqui & Bob, Anne, Pam & John, Barbara, Janet, Len, Rita, Carla, Vernon, Mal, Glen,
Louise, Sue, Cyril, Christine, Tim, Andy, Rosalind, Tom, Cathy, Barry, Bill, Maureen, Vivien, George,
Doreen & Nathan.
COPPER JAR
Our thanks to the people who donated their coppers and small change to the Disability Fund via the
Copper Jar, raising £39 in December.
ANAGRAM
Unscramble this 10 letter anagram: UNEVERLOST. The answer will be found elsewhere in the
Newsletter.
UPSHIRE COMMUNITY FESTIVAL will take place over three days – 7th, 8th and 9th June.
It will be a weekend of fun, food, flowers, arts and crafts.
Church flower festival – “Through the Decades – 1930s-2020”.
Events in the Village Hall for 80th Anniversary of Upshire Primary School.
Sponsors, volunteers, stewards, ideas/suggestions welcome.
Will you help bring our community together?
The next meeting is at 8pm on Friday 15th February in the small hall of Upshire Village Hall –
do come along, everybody welcome, come and meet your neighbours!
TEA DANCE
Sadly, the Tea Dances held every Monday in Waltham Abbey Community Centre will be stopping on
11th February due to increase in expenses and lack of new, younger members. We offer our thanks to
Joyce who has organised the Tea Dance for many years.

CHURCHWARDENS’ CHATTER
Please note that there is no 9.15am service at St Thomas’ on 3rd February but a Benefice Service will be
held in Waltham Abbey Church at 10.30am.
We are holding an open meeting at St Thomas’ Church on Saturday 2nd March at 10am for all to attend to
discuss their vision for the future for St Thomas’.
A Winter Warmer Lunch will be held in St Thomas’ Church 11.45 for noon-2pm on Wednesday 20th
February. Menu: Roast Beef, Yorkshire pudding, new potatoes, mixed vegetables, onion gravy,
homemade desserts and hot drink all for £6.50. Ring 07960 809799 to book.
Arts, Crafts & Collectables weekend 6th & 7th April, 11am-4pm both days. To book a stall contact
Stephen on 07960 809799. If you would like to demonstrate your art or craft contact the same number.
Important Notice
While the ‘Access for All’ works are being carried out in 2019 public access to the church will be
through the west door (under the tower) with the construction area being fenced off with no public access
for health and safety reasons. The above works will start shortly.
Urgently wanted: hardcore to form a ramp to enable easy access into our two containers. Please contact
us if you have any small or large amounts. Thank you.
We have a very tame robin this winter who like to come into church to visit us! Please ensure when
locking up that you have not unwittingly locked him in the church. Thank you.
This spring we will be carrying out the Archdeacon’s instructions in dismantling the wooden shed and
clearing the area. If you might have use for this shed please contact us as soon as possible so that we can
make arrangements for its disposal.
Stephen Brown 07960 809799

Paul Collins 01992 767703

STAMPS!
Please continue to save your postage stamps and foreign or out of circulation coins – many charities can
use them to raise funds. At the moment we are supporting the Herts and Essex Air Ambulance. Stamps
and coins can be left with Lyn and Dave at 94 Upshire Road, or brought along to church any Sunday.
Note: please remember to leave about ½” of envelope around the stamp. Thank you.
FOOD BANK
The local Food Bank based at the Salvation Army, Sewardstone Street, Waltham Abbey is in need of
donations of cash, canned and dried foods as the reserves are being stretched to the limit.
Some families’ circumstances are such that they are no longer able to feed their families of small and
vulnerable children. Are you able to help in any way? Donations may be taken to the Salvation Army on
Wednesdays and Fridays between 4.30 and 5.30pm. Thank you.
WALTHAM ABBEY SALVATION ARMY
Join us for coffee and biscuits and browse in our shop – open every Tuesday between 9.30 am and
12noon in the Salvation Army Hall, Sewardstone Street, Waltham Abbey. We appreciate donations of
new and good second-hand items for the shop. Donations of food for the Food Bank may be brought in
on Wednesdays and Fridays between 4.30 and 5.30pm. The Food Bank are having to spend £100 a
month to buy food to stock the food parcels, any donations of food or money would be gratefully and
joyfully received.

EPPING FOREST HERITAGE TRUST – Guided Walks 2019
Friends of Epping Forest have now merged with Epping Forest Centenary
Trust to form EPPING FOREST HERITAGE TRUST. The aim is, as ever, to
work to preserve Epping Forest and increase people’s knowledge, understanding
and engagement with the Forest.
The GUIDED WALKS PROGRAMME 2019 is not yet available, see next
month’s Newsletter or check the website. Led by knowledgeable Forest enthusiasts, these walks provide
an opportunity to find out more about the Forest. Some are a gentle stroll, while others are taken at a
faster pace. These walks are free but donations to support the work of the Trust are welcome. Please
come suitably dressed for walking in the Forest, which can be wet and muddy.
For further information email: enquiries@efht.org.uk Tel: 020 8508 9061 or speak to Sue McKinley in
church.
If you would like to become a member, email: membership@efht.org.uk
or write to EFHT, Warren Lodge, Loughton, Essex IG10 4RN.
UPSHIRE SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB
We are looking for new members. Everyone is welcome to come along and join our friendly club.
No experience is necessary.
We meet at UPSHIRE VILLAGE HALL on Monday afternoons from 2-4.30pm,
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings from 7-9.30pm. Free Car Parking.
Please phone for more information – or just pop in.
Monday: position vacant
Tuesday: Kitty Warner 01992 788660 or Fred Corsham 01992 711720.
Wednesday: Jackie Sullivan 07541 082064 or Dave Wackett 01992 711573.
If you are interested please give us a ring or leave your name and number and we will contact you.
CRUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE EPPING FOREST
Saturday 23rd February – Coffee Morning/Brunch in aid of Cruse Bereavement Care Epping Forest.
11am-2pm at The Olive Branch, Waltham Abbey Gardens, Waltham Abbey EN9 1XQ
Cakes, Bric-a-brac, raffle. All very welcome to come for coffee and/or a light lunch.
UPSHIRE MOTHERS’ UNION
Come and Join Us!
We are a friendly group who meet on the
4th Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall,
Upshire at 2.15pm until 4pm or in St Thomas’ Church for our Corporate Communion Services at 2.15.
In December we held our Christmas Carol service with Holy Communion in St Thomas’ Church. Thank
you to Revd Joyce Smith who led the service and to Malcolm Songer who played the organ. Everyone
was invited back to the Village Hall to join our Christmas Tea Party. An enjoyable afternoon was had by
all.
Our next meeting will be our AGM on 27th February in the Village Hall at 2.15pm.
Tea Hostesses: Mrs Glenis Fletcher and Mrs Gill Negus. Raffle: Mrs Joan O’Mullane.
For further information about forthcoming meetings contact our Branch Leader, Mrs Ann Smith on
01992 767809.
ANAGRAM
The answer to the anagram is VOLUNTEERS.

SOUTH WEST ESSEX CHOIR

ROSSINI
Petite Messe Solennelle
Rossini wrote on his score - ‘Have I just written sacred music, or rather, sacrilegious music?’
In reality the work has stood the test of time, as a wonderful example of a unique set of operatic skills
applied to the spiritual business of composing a mass.

Saturday 6th April 2019 – 7.30pm
St Gabriel’s Church, Aldersbrook Road, Wanstead E12 5HH
Tickets for all concerts may be purchased via our website
www.southwestessexchoir.org.uk

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Brooker Road, Waltham Abbey.
We are extending a warm welcome to the headquarters for visitors,
locals and friends…
We have a fully licensed bar which is open all week except
Thursdays, facilities for social events i.e. line dancing, bingo
sessions and live entertainment on Saturday nights, and good car
parking facilities at rear of the building.
Please come along from 7pm, you will be most welcome.
WALTHAM ABBEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Established 1953. President: Stan Newens.
Waltham Abbey Historical Society’s aims are to promote the study and appreciation of local history, to
encourage archaeological and documentary research, and to ensure the preservation of local records.
Friday 15th February “Their name liveth for evermore”
The story of the Unknown Soldier and War Memorials: Martyn Lockwood.
All meetings are at 8pm in the Waltham Abbey Baptist Church Hall, Paradise Road, Waltham Abbey,
EN9 1RL. Visitors are always welcome at our meetings (£1 per person).
Visit our website: www.walthamabbeyhistoricalsociety.org.uk
WALTHAM ABBEY CHURCH activities for February
Music for Lunch Saturdays 12.30pm.
Admission free: retiring collection. Refreshments served 12noon-12.30pm
2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd: Programme to be announced.
Sunday 3rd: Candlemas. Benefice Service at 10.30am.
Further information from the Parish Office, The Abbey Church Centre, Abbey Gardens, Waltham Abbey
(01992 767897) parish.office@walthamabbeychurch.co.uk

ST THOMAS’ CHURCH, UPSHIRE, EN9 3SS
IMPORTANT MEETING!

Saturday 2nd March, 10am to 12.30pm
We are holding an open meeting to give everyone a chance to have their say
about their vision for the future of St Thomas’ Church
We pray that as we come together in fellowship and worship we will begin to
explore God’s will for His church in this place.
We will have a break for refreshments during the morning
THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS, HIGH BEACH
Quiz Night at High Beach Village Hall, Saturday 2nd February, 7 for 7.30pm.
£10 a ticket to include fish and chips/chicken and chips supper – book with Sandra Potter 07814 540307
Please bring your own liquid refreshments. Raffle prizes welcomed.
All proceeds for church funds.
St David’s Day Evening at High Beach Village Hall, Saturday 2nd March at 7pm
Three Course Meal, readings and fun. Adults £10, children £5. Please let Jane Begley know your ticket
requirements by 22nd February – 020 8989 4975/07572 111387
50/50 CLUB
Congratulations to our winners of our December Bumper Draw who were:
1st:
2nd:
3rd:
4th:
5th:

£45 No. 46
£35 No. 82
£25 No. 87
£20 No. 73
£15 No. 9

Miss Christine Brooker from Waltham Abbey
Mrs Beryl Holland from Claverhambury
Mr David Pitt from Upshire
Mr Colin Wackett from Swaffham
Mr Colin Ward from High Laver

February is here again and it’s time to begin Draw 3 of St Thomas’ 50/50 Club. There will still be
monthly draws and the entry fee is £12.00 every six months (or £2 for every month of membership). The
first two draws, nominally for January and February, will take place at the end of February to allow for
the maximum number of entries. Each member is entitled to a maximum of two entries, couples can have
four. Please complete the form below and return it to me, along with your subscription, either on a
Sunday morning after the service or to the address stated. Good luck to everyone who enters.

St Thomas’ Church 50/50 Club Draw 3

January to June 2019

I wish to become a member of St Thomas’ new 50/50 Club and enclose cash/cheque for £12 per entry
(maximum 2 per person). (Please make cheques payable to St Thomas’ Church and return your entries to
Lyn Wackett, 94 Upshire Road, Waltham Abbey, EN9 3PA or see me after church any Sunday).
Name:

..............................................................................................................................

Address:

..............................................................................................................................

Telephone:

..............................................................................................................................

ST THOMAS’ CHURCH, UPSHIRE EN9 3SS

WINTER WARMER LUNCH
in the church
Wednesday 20th February, 11.45am for 12 noon – 2pm
Menu: Roast beef, Yorkshire pudding, new potatoes,
mixed vegetables and onion gravy
Hot and cold desserts with custard or cream, tea or coffee
A vegetarian option will be available
£6.50 per person
Please book with Stephen on 07960 809799
Further lunches on Wednesday 20th March & 17th April

TEDDIES FOR TRAGEDIES
A letter from Tricia Gibb of Teddies for Tragedies:
‘I am grateful to you all, as ever, for all the Teddies and bags I have received from you over the past few
months. Welcome, also, to any new knitters.
Altogether 415 Teddies have been sent on their way over the past few months.
In the summer 100 were taken to LESOTHO by a group of students from a school in Aylesbury.
200 Teddies were collected from me by a representative of a charity in High Wycombe which is working
in co-operation with Syria Relief. The Teddies are currently on their way to a camp in Greece for
refugees from SYRIA.
In September my husband Colin and I were pleased to be able to deliver 100 Teddies to an orphanage in
ROMANIA where we were entertained by a group of the children singing to us. They were quite excited
to receive a Teddy each. British Airways were very helpful once again, (as they were when we went to
South Africa last year), in allowing us to take an extra bag each free of charge on the outward flight.
This month 15 Teddies are going to be delivered to the children at a nursery school in Nanyuki, in a very
poor area in KENYA. Subject to transport arrangements more may be going later on for the older
children.
I already have more requests for Teddies for this year, including 500 for Cambodia and Tanzania.
Thank you again for all your support. Tricia’

